
AFA’s “Medium Size Chapter of the Year 2005 and 2009” National Award Winner 

“Exceptional Service, Communications 2006” National Award Winner 

Upcoming AFA Quarterly Meeting 

The next AFA Chapter meeting will be 22 September 2010, 6:30pm at the Vinton War Memorial. 

The Guest Speaker will be Daniel P. Conroy, Director of USAF F-35 Program, Washington Opera-
tions.  He will update us on the progress of the Air Force’s newest fighter aircraft. Don’t miss it! 

 

Roanoke Chapter 285 of the Air force association  

Upcoming Events 

    13-15 Sep-AFA  Convention 

18 Sepñ Air Force Birthday     

63 Years Strong! 

22 Sep-AFA Chapter Dinner 

 
Presidentõs Message 
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Supporting Aerospace Education 
 
One of the Air Force Associationôs main purposes is to sup-

port Aerospace Education in our public and private 

schools.  Our Chapter is lucky to have a number of very good 

Aerospace Education programs that are highlighted in this 

newsletter.  This includes 5 Air Force JROTC units, 2 senior 

JROTC units, and a Civil Air Patrol Squadron.  Two of these 

units distinguished themselves in ways that I would like to recognize upfront in the 

newsletter.   The EC Glass High School JROTC unit won the State Drill Competi-

tion sponsored by the State AFA organization and went on to represent our state 

very well at the national competition.   The VMI AFROTC Detachment was     

selected by the AFROTC SE Region as the High Flight award winner for large 

units.  Congratulations to both of these units on their outstanding achievements. 

  

 Another noteworthy aerospace educational initiative is CyberPatriot, the 

premiere national high school cyber defense competition created by AFA and 

sponsored by Northrop Grumman to inspire high school students toward careers in 

cybersecurity or other science, technology engineering, and mathematics disci-

plines critical to our nationôs future.   This competition is open to all high schools 

throughout the country.  Turn to page 8 to read more about this competition.   

Agenda  
6:30pmðSocial 
7:00 pmðWelcome/
Business     
7:15 pmðDinner 
8:10pmðSpeaker  
8:45 pmðFinal com-
ments 
9:00 pm ðAdjourn 

The Star  

SEND YOUR DINNER RESERVATION FORM ASAP.  
The form is on the back page of this newsletter.  

 
Send your reservations and payment by  15 Sep 2010 to  

Kevin Fuccella (mailing info is on the form). 

 
Cadet sponsorship information and guest speaker bio on page 2. 
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Daniel P. Conroy 
Director, USAF  F-35 Program, Washington Operations 

Cadet Sponsorship Program 

Through the generosity of our membership, 15-20 high school and college AFROTC cadets 

typically attend our dinner meetings.  If you would like to sponsor all or a part of a cadetôs  

dinner cost, please contact Jim Tubbs at jimtubbs@comcast.net or call 540-463-7024.  

 Our guest speaker for the quarterly meeting on 22 September will be 

Mr. Daniel P. Conroy, who is the Director of the USAF F-35 Program, 

Washington Operations.  Mr. Conroy retired from US Air Force at the rank 

of Colonel after 30 years of service.  He held the Command Pilot rating 

and logged over 3000 fighter hours flying the F-4 and F-16 aircraft.   

 While on active duty Colonel Conroy served as Commandant of the  USAF Weapons 

School at Nellis AFB, NV.  His last active duty assignment involved developing the USAF         

requirements for the Joint Strike Fighter at Air Combat Command, Langley AFB, VA. Prior to 

his current job, he was based in Marietta GA, on the Lockheed Martin  Business Develop-

ment team for the F-22.  He has been in his present position at Washington Operations since 

August 2006 as the F-35 business development interface with HQ USAF, the Joint Strike 

Fighter Program Office, and Office of the Secretary of Defense. 

EXCOM Financial Update 
 

EXCOM Membership Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As of the last official report, our membership 

remains ñflatò at 325 members.  This quarter, 

we recruited the following new members: 

  

Aaron Brinkley, Buchanan  

Jay Kabath, Member, Daleville  

Karl Brunell, AF Recruiting Office, Roanoke  

  

Plus all of our annual award winners were 

given a chapter membership. 

    

 

 

 

 

Financial data for the second quarter, as of  

30 June 2010. 

  

Funds at beginning of quarter:        $3,762.08 

Total Receipts for quarter:               $1,524.80 

Total expenditures for quarter:        $2,216.26 

Funds at the end of the quarter:       $3,007.62 

  

Notes:  May quarterly dinner netted $57.65 

for Chapter.  Chapter spent $541.83 to support 

aerospace education programs in April - June. 
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CHAPTER 285 ANNUAL AWARD WINNERS FOR 2010 

Volume 3 Issue 3 

As part of our efforts to support Aerospace Education, our Chapter has annually  honored 

the top Air Force Junior and Senior ROTC Cadets; AFROTC top officers and NCOs at Vir-

ginia Tech and Virginia Military Institute, the public school Teacher of the Year, and our 

own Chapter Member of the year.  Congratulations to all of the following who were our 

award winners this year: 
 

AFJROTC and CAP CADETS OF THE YEAR : 
EC Glass:   Cadet Major Mary Grace Lemon 

Franklin County:  Cadet Colonel Brittany Nicole Stone 

Patrick Henry:     Cadet Colonel Joshua Vaught 

William Byrd:    Cadet Major Jasmine Paxton 

William Fleming:   Cadet Colonel Nicole Ridenhour 

Civil Air Patrol, Roanoke Composite Squadron:  Cadet Dominique Litchford     
 

AFJROTC UNIT OF THE YEAR  

Franklin County, Lt Col Tracy Carter and MSgt Kevin Fuccella 

 

SENIOR ROTC AWARD WINNERS : 
 

VMI  

Outstanding Educator Award (Company Grade) ï Capt Steve Bolster 

Outstanding Educator Award (Field Grade) - Maj Stephani Hunsinger 

Aerospace Education Excellence Award - SSgt Khama Woods 

Cadet of Year:  Cadet Karsten Bloomstrom 

AFROTC SE Region High Flight Winner, Large Unit 

 

Virginia Tech  

Outstanding Educator Award (Company Grade) ï Capt Kim Smith   

Aerospace Education Excellence Award - SSgt Corey Stokes 

Cadet of Year: Cadet Bryant Tomlin 
 

TEACHER OF YEAR :   
Mr. Perry E. Manning, 6th Grade Science Teacher and Science Department Chair, Andrew Lewis 

Middle School, Salem VA 

 

Runner-up:  Mr. Mike French, Computer Information Technology Instructor, Roanoke County 

Public Schools 

 

MEMBER OF THE YEAR  

Kevin Fuccella 
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Air Force License Plates 

Believe it or Not ï the State of Virginia does not have a specialized license plate for the U.S. Air Force.   

The Virginia State AFA is supporting an effort to get our State to authorize and produce specialized 

USAF license plates.  This license plate will be for all who are serving or have served honorably in the 

USAF, including in the ANG or AF Reserve.   

 

A lot of work has already been done.  We have received approval from HQ USAF to use the new AF 

logo on the plate, we have a sponsor for the legislation and should get the legislation passed this year.   

 However, the State AFA needs our help.  The Virginia DMV requires there be 350 prepaid orders for 

the new USAF license plate on file on or before 15 Dec 2010 before they will consider the proposal.  

Richmond AFA Chapter 243 is spearheading the effort to collect 350 prepaid orders.   

 

You can support this effort by doing the following: 

Going to the DMV website address http:www.dmv.virginia.gov/webdoc/pdf/vsa10.pdf and 

download the License Plate Application form.  Fill out the form and under the ñType of Plateò 

section select military and write in USAF 

Sign the VSA 10 and send it along with proof of military service (e.g. copy of ID card or DD 214), a 

$10 check and a 3.5 card with your name and e-mail address to: 

AFA Richmond Chapter 243 

Attn: License Plate Application  

P.O. Box 2195 

Mechanicsville, VA  23116 

 

Chapter 243 will hold all the applications until they receive the required 350, then submit them 

as a batch to the DMV.  If they donôt get the required number, your money will be returned to you in 

December.   You can expect your license plates sometime in late 2011.  Also note that for $20 you can 

reserve a personalized USAF plate. 

Volume 3 Issue 3 
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 The Air Forceôs top uniformed officer was on hand to participate in the joint ROTC commission 

ceremony of Detachment 880 at the Virginia Military Institute, May 15.  Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Nor-

ton Schwartz spoke to the Corps of Cadets, faculty, staff, and friends and family members of the 97 cadets 

poised to enter into the Air Force, Army, Navy, and Marines Corps. 

 

 He stressed that while the cadets would be commissioned into their respective services, everything 

they do would be part of a larger, greater effort. ñToday, more than ever, we win and lose as a Joint team,ò 

said General Schwartz. ñAnd, while we can be proudðas well we should beðof wearing our distinctive 

uniforms, representing our respective Services, and celebrating our respective proud histories, the clarion 

call to duty is distinctly for the assembly of one team.ò Each team member he said ñproudly donning the 

cloth of the United States of Americaò and ñin the words of J.T.L. Preston (the founder of VMI), óready in 

every time of deepest perilô.ò 

 

 After the joint ceremony the Air Force Chief of Staff accompanied the first class Air Force     cadets 

into Memorial Gardens for individual pin-ons. The general addressed the Air Force group as a whole and 

then personally administered the Oath of Office to two of the seniors. 

 

 The completion of the academic year 2009-2010 and final ceremonial events at VMI mark an end to 

cadetship and a beginning as an Air Force officer for 15 cadets from Detachment 880. Assigned to locations 

ranging from California to Virginia, the newly commissioned officers will begin training at their assign-

ments within the next several months. 

Air Force Chief of Staff Addresses VMIôs Commissionees 
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EC Glass Drill Team Captures 2010 State Title 

 The EC Glass Air Force JROTC Drill Team squared off with 22 other AFJROTC units from across 

the state at the 5th annual Virginia Air Force Association State Championship during the last weekend in 

April.  When the dust had settled, the Glass Drill Team emerged as the State Champion by defeating 3-time 

and defending champion Western Branch High School.  Glass put on an impressive show in only their fourth 

year of competition by capturing first place in Inspection and Color Guard and placing in the top 7 in every 

event.  Stronger exhibition routines allowed the team to improve on its 5th-place finish from one year ago. 

 The state win capped off a terrific year that included wins at the American Legion Western Region 

Drill Meet in October and the Bulldawg Drill Meet at CD Hylton HS (Manassas VA) in November.  The team 

also competed at the Air Force National Drill Championships in Macon GA in March and with their Color 

Guard at the National High School Drill Team Championships in Daytona Beach FL in May.  

EC Glass Awarded $13,000 in NRA & Perkins Grants  

AFJROTC VA-032 from EC Glass High School applied for and was awarded two significant grants to help the 

unit improve its   programs and curriculum.  The NRA awarded the unit a $3000 grant to purchase new air  

rifles and miscellaneous training equipment for its air rifle program at the school.  Cadets compete in postal 

competitions and shoulder-to-shoulder matches against area schools.  The unit also received over $10,000 in 

federal Perkins funds to buy seven new flight simulators and computers for its Science of Flight curriculum in 

addition to marksmanship equipment and compasses.  Perkins funds are available to Career Tech programs 

and units must submit funding proposals through their local representative and be approved by VA DOE.    
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Cadets Hone Skills at Summer Leadership Camps 

 Air Force JROTC cadets from EC Glass, William Byrd, William Fleming, Patrick Henry attended the 

2010 Mountaineer Cadet Officer Leadership School held in June at Concord University.  The area cadets were 

part of a cadet group made up of almost 200 cadets from Air Force units in Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, 

West Virginia, and North Carolina.  They participated in sports competitions, leadership challenges, and      

orienteering, as well as being graded on daily uniform and room inspections.  The aim of the school is to 

strengthen their leadership skills and prepare them to assume more responsibility back at their home units.  

For the second year in a row Franklin County High School cadets participated in their own summer leadership 

school which emphasized group leadership problem solving and outdoor activities. 

 

 The Roanoke area cadets made an impressive showing at the camp by capturing the most camp awards 

including the Cadet Group Commander, Cadet Jordan Moshkowski from EC Glass, who received the Top  

Cadet Staff award.  Next yearôs MCOLS will be held 19-25 June 2011.  Lt Col Thompson from EC Glass and 

Lt Col Boyd from Patrick Henry will be the campôs Commandant and Vice Commandant, respectively.  
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CyberPatriot Registration Underway Now 

 Registration for CyberPatriot, the premier national high school cyber defense competition created by 

AFA is now underway.  In its third competition season, CyberPatriot is now open to non-JROTC high school 

teams, but space is limited, so teams need to register soon.  Coaches interested in enrolling their teams should 

go to www.afa.org/cyberpatriot. There is a $350 fee per team that covers software and training materials, par-

ticipant kits, and all travel costs for teams that make it to the final competition.  Registration closes on 8 Oct 

2010.   

 

 The CyberPatriot teams will consist of five students.  Practice rounds will be held in September and 

October, with the preliminary competition rounds conducted online from the teamsô home locations beginning 

in November 2010.   The final competition will be held in April at the Gaylord National Hotel in Maryland.   
 

 AFA and Northrop Grumman created CyberPatriot as a way to stimulate interest and inspire high 

school students toward careers in cybersecurity or other science, technology engineering, and mathematics dis-

ciplines critical to our nationôs future.   The competition creates a career path for todayôs students fostering 

continued education from high school to college and into the beginning of their careers.  Our countryôs next 

generation of cyber leaders must have the best training and resources.  CyberPatriot addresses one of our coun-

tryôs most critical needs by helping to create computer engineering talent to become the nationôs cyber defend-

ers and future leaders to protect our countryôs networks from hostile and malicious intrusions.  
 

 More information is available at www.uscyberpatriot.org or by contacting the HQ AFAôs CyberPatriot 

staff at 800-727-3337 ext 5806.   For questions or to request a mentor or technical advisors for your team go to 

info@uscyberpatriot.org.  If your unit or team needs financial support to enter this competition, please contact 

Chapter 285 at afa285@gmail.com.   

http://www.afa.org/cyberpatriot
http://www.uscyberpatriot.org/
mailto:info@uscyberpatriot.org
mailto:afa285@gmail.com
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Defense Accounting and Finance Service. 

Stay up to date on pay issues.  

http://www.dfas.mil/ 

Post 9/11 GI Bill. Provides financial support for 
education and housing to individuals with at 
least 90 days of service on or after 11 Sep 

2001.  http://www.gibill.va.gov 

 

AFA Daily Report 

http://www.airforce-magazine.com/

subscriptionmanager/Pages/default.aspx 

AFA Blog. Issue of interest from AFA 

http://www.airforceassociation.blogspot.com 

Contact Elected Officials 

http://www.usa.gov/contact/elected.shtml 

News to Know 

        Timothy P Overby, DMD Ltd 
        20841 Timberlake Road 

         Lynchburg VA 24502-7216 
         Tel: 434-239-8907 

         New Community Partner 

       Bronze Level 
 

 

       Small Business Owners Alliance 
        345 Hermitage Road 

        Wirtz, VA 24184 

Tel: (540) 322-2213         

www.sboa.biz 

New Community Partner 

       Gold Level 

 
Vinton War Memorial 

        814 East Washington Ave 

        Vinton, VA 24179-2148 

Tel: (540) 983-0645         
www.vintonwarmemorial.com 

New Community Partner 

       Platinum Level 

R & K Engineering, Inc. 
Bob Adams 

1700 Blue Hills Drive NE Suite B 

Roanoke, VA 24012 

Tel: 540-343-7300 

www.rksolutions.com 

11th Year as a Community Partner 

Bronze Level 
 

 

 

Spring Lake Farm 

James T. Lucas, Jr. 
4711 Dry Valley Road 

Radford, VA 24141 

Tel: 540-382-4681 

11th Year as a Community Partner 

Bronze Level 
 

 

Chapter 285 Community Partners 

 Letôs Support Them! 

Do you know a business or someone who can support AFAôs mission?  

Recruit them as a community partner. 

Community Partners are local businesses that support the Roanoke AFA Chapter 285.   

Sponsorship levels are: Platinum ($1000), Gold ($500), Silver ($250), and Bronze ($100).  

For information on becoming a Community Partner, contact Jim McGuire at 

http://www.dfas.mil/
http://www.gibill.va.gov
http://www.airforce-magazine.com/subscriptionmanager/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.airforce-magazine.com/subscriptionmanager/Pages/default.aspx


Air Force Association  

Roanoke Chapter 285 

Star City of the South 

Roanoke Chapter 285 Officers - Year 2009-2010 

President:  
 Jim Tubbs               540-463-7024              (jimtubbs@comcast.net) 
Vice President:  
 Robin Thompson        757-506-6486             (dr.robin.thompson@gmail.com)  
Secretary:  
 Tom Moncure     540-463-9316                       (tsrck@rockbridge.net) 
Treasurer:  
 Kevin Fuccella   540-529-8127                       (afa285@comcast.net) 
V.P. Aerospace Education:   
 Paul Richardson   540-966-4477                        (paulthebulldog@aol.com) 
V.P. Membership: 
 James H. McGuire***    540-343-7300             (jim.mcguire@rkeng.com) 
V.P. for Programming  
 Scott Van Cleef *         540-473-8681                      (spvancleef@gmail.com) 
V.P. Communications:  
 John Ree**              540-772-4446                        (jree@cox.net) 
V.P. Newsletter:  
 Jay Thompson   540-460-0608                        (jay.thompson.vmi@gmail.com) 
V.P. Veterans Affairs:    
 Jeff Pruitt       719-325-6262             (jeffrey.pruitt@yahoo.com) 
V.P. Special Programs 
 George W. McKay   540-365-7208                        (gwmckay@hughes.net)*  
 
 
*National Director        ** State Vice President (West Region)        ***State EXCOM 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION WEB SITE LINKS 
 

AFA National: (www.afa.org) 
Virginia AFA: (www.virginiaafa.org/VAAFA) 

Roanoke Chapter 285 AFA: (www.virginiaafa.org/Chap285)  

Quarterly Roanoke AFA Chapter Dinner  Reservation Form 
Thursday 22 Sep 2010 

Location: Vinton War Memorial 814 E. Washington Street, Vinton, VA 24179 
 

Name:________________________________ 
Phone. No:____________ 
Email address:_______________________________________________ 
 
  Members & Guests = $24.00   # of dinners: _____X $24.00 = $______ 
  Cadets = $19.00         # of dinners: _____X $19.00  = $______ 

           Donation for Roanoke Chapter’s Education Fund: = $______    
Donation for Cadet Sponsorship Program  = $______ 
    Total Submitted:      $___________  
 
Reservations are required.  Please return form and payment by 15 Sep 2010. 

(Make checks payable to AFA Chapter 285) 
Mail to: Kevin Fuccella, Treasurer, 648 White Oak Dr.  Blue Ridge, VA 24064 

http://www.afa.org
http://www.virginiaafa.org/VAAFA
http://www.virginiaafa.org/Chap285

